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Drama in the Desert: The Sights and Sounds of Burning Man

First release from new independent publisher 
pushes the limits of technology and creativity.

San Francisco, CA – 12/03/2002 -- Drama in the Desert is a fantastic collection of photography, text, music and video from the world’s largest alternative culture and art event, Burning Man. Released nationally today, it comes as a full-color book with jam-packed DVD (soundtrack CD available separately).

In 2000, Holly Kreuter decided to do something with the thousands of photographs she had amassed over the years at Burning Man. She decided to build a book around her images of cars molded into dragons, melting sunsets, things that go "boom" in the night, and other art and spectacles that make the event too crazy to explain to anyone who hasn't been. She enlisted the aid of friends who are poets, editors and graphic designers and solicited prose and essay contributions from people who have been to Burning Man and had a story to tell. Her team decided to create a DVD -- "the book on steroids" -- with an original score and footage of some of the very art and events featured in Holly's photography. In the end, more than 90 people contributed.

Against a backdrop of the dot-com bust, this entrepreneurial group created their own publishing company, Raised Barn Press, and developed the first project in a grass-roots way similar to the start-ups that sprouted up in the mulch of the Internet. Raised Barn Press represents a melding of the old and the new; the creation of real products that also make use of the artistic and technological innovations that resulted from the frenzied growth of the digital age. Drama in the Desert is pioneering in its use of DVD technology that enhances the paper experience. The book and DVD bring the experience, the look and feel of this world-class event to people who otherwise would have no grasp of it, as well as transport participants back to the dusty realms of the Playa, where the magic happens.

Holly Kreuter has been a Burning Man participant since 1995, and a year-round staffer for Burning Man since 1997.  Her photographs of the event date from 1996.

Drama in the Desert is available for $45 in most independent bookstores, or online at http://www.desertdrama.com.
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Drama in the Desert Contributors and Production Team Highlights

Dave Eggers 

-Editor of McSweeny’s  

-Author of NY Times bestseller, A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius
Larry Harvey 

Executive director and founder of the Burning Man project   

Rob Brezney 

-Writer of Free Will Astrology

-Author of The Televisionary Oracle

Elinor Mills Abreu 

-Writer for Reuters in San Francisco 

-Former writer for the Associated Press and The Industry Standard 

-Member of the Drama in the Desert Prose Editorial Team

William L. Fox 

-Has published 14 collections of poetry and six non-fiction books about cognition and landscape

-Recently received fellowships from National Science Foundation, the Getty Research Institute, the Lannon Foundation and the Guggenheim Foundation.

M. Mara Ann 

-Poet and author of lighthouse (2002)

-Member of the Drama in the Desert Poetry Editorial Team




Travis Ortiz 

-Poet and author of geography of parts  

-Co-editor and project director of Atelos Publishing 

-Member of the Drama in the Desert Poetry Editorial Team 

Michael Parsons 

-Former editor in chief for The Industry Standard in London 

Michael Rothenberg 

-Author of books of poems including, Favorite Song, The Paris Journals and Unhurried Vision 

-Author of the novel Punk Rockwell

Chris Taylor 

-San Francisco bureau chief of Time Magazine 

-Member of the Drama in the Desert Prose Editorial Team

Daniel Terdiman 

-Former reporter for the451.com and stringer for Time Magazine

-Member of the Drama in the Desert Prose Editorial Team 

Mark Van Proyen 

-Professor of art history, painting, and digital media at the San Francisco Art Institute 

-Regular contributor to Artweek, The New Art Examiner, Art Issues and Art in America

Allison Yates  

-Writer of “Ask Allison” one of the Web’s first online advice columns




Sean Abreu 

-Composed all the music for the Drama in the Desert DVD

-Composed the score for My Sweet Killer, Hollywood Video’s number one independent film rental in 2000 

-Currently working on Roko Belic’s, director of Genghis Blues, next film

Justin Dossetti 

-Video editor for Drama in the Desert 

-Director of feature independent film My Sweet Killer, number one independent film rental at Hollywood Video in 2000 and award winner at the Method Film festival in Los Angeles

Lisa Hoffman 

-Designer of the Drama in the Desert book as well as creative consultant

-Runs the Graphic Design department at The Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising. 

Ian Rhett 

-Business Advisor for Drama in the Desert 

-Founder of the Children’s Philanthropy Foundation

Holly Kreuter, President and CEO, Raised Barn Press

-Founded Raised Barn Press and leads the whole team
-Burning Man participant since 1995, Burning Man staff and senior staff since 1997

Dale Larson, Publisher

-“An example of the trendy high-tech entrepreneurs who populate the literary scene these days” –The Times (of London)
 

What is Burning Man? 

There are many answers to this question, and some would say that you can’t put it into words, or that Burning Man is only what it means to you.  That’s why Drama in the Desert attempts to create and share an experience and provide context, not to explain.

In a spontaneous act of creation, Larry Harvey and Jerry James built a man from scraps of wood, took it to the beach in San Francisco and lit it on fire. 

Since that first day in 1986, Burning Man has grown to an annual, world-renowned art event. Today, nearly 30,000 people gather the week before Labor Day to build a temporary city in the desert of northern Nevada to celebrate. Celebrate what? Art? Fire? You could say they gather to celebrate the experience of creativity and freedom that are unparalleled in the modern world. 

Since 1990, the event has been held in the harsh but beautiful Black Rock Desert near Gerlach, Nevada. Radical self-reliance is required in the extremes of this isolated environment. Radical self-expression is what brings the people together within it. Founded on the principles of participation without spectators, gift giving without commerce and “Leave No Trace” respect for the land, Burning Man can also be described as an experiment in community.  

Burning Man is a different experience for each participant. That experience is always deeply powerful, leaving no one unchanged.  

From the Publisher

At Raised Barn Press, we're trying turn art and community into a sustainable company. We’re looking for projects that we would produce just for the love of it, but to turn them into products that both have artistic integrity and find a degree of commercial success. Selling is critical to allow us to really get our messages out there as well as work on more projects and get more artists published.  Our first project happened to be about Burning Man, but we see ourselves publishing other artists on other subjects, just doing it differently.  We've learned that we are all artists, and that we can collaborate in fun and effective ways by choice and intention.

When Raised Barn started, it asked the community for contributions, and anyone who wanted could step up to the plate.  We had organically-formed self-nominating teams which took care of each part of Drama in the Desert.  Though we depended on volunteer labor, we ended up with more authors and expertise than any publishing company could have afforded to pay.  Somehow, whatever we lacked or needed turned up serendipitously, as if by magic.  And the results are pretty amazing.

We became like family and supported each other in many ways.  Out of our group in the last 18 months, two couples got married, one underwent open-heart surgery, half of us started unemployed (but most now have jobs), and everyone, right down to our lawyer, volunteered or worked without pay. (We will pay those who contributed the most once we sell enough copies of the book.)  We needed very significant financing to cover production expenses, and secured that financing in pretty dramatic last-minute fashion.

Now we're looking to start more projects.  There aren't many companies that work for a year by having dinners together a few times a week, meeting over food working into the night.  We're establishing a full-time business office with regular hours to help us grow, but that will be just an addition to the Raised Barn Press way of making art together around the dinner table.







